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Proposal Name Support for a Proportionally Representative Parliament 

Recipient General Council 42 

Originating Body Kootenay Presbytery 

Proposed Action That the 42nd General Council: 

1. develop resources for congregations to understand and advocate for a 
proportionally representative federal parliament in Canada; and 

2. publicly endorse the campaign led by Fair Vote Canada to  
a. conduct a citizen-led consultation process to determine the best model of 

proportional representation immediately following the next federal 
election, and 

b. implement the model in time for the following federal election. 

Background Canada remains one of few high-income countries to use the first-past-the-post system 
of electing representatives to its parliament. By consequence, democracy in Canada has 
descended into shambles: Voter turnout remains low, especially among young 
Canadians; and, increasingly, public policy bears little resemblance of the wishes of the 
population. Conversely, a system of proportional representation has the potential to re-
engage disenfranchised would-be voters; require legislators to work toward consensus; 
and ensure public opinion is reflected in public policy. 

In the 2011 general election, the governing party earned 39% of the votes cast and 54% 
of the seats in parliament (in Alberta, 66% of the votes won 96% of the seats for one 
party; in Quebec 43% of the votes won 78% of the seats for another party). This allowed 
a single party to make every policy decision unilaterally since then. The 1997 general 
election generated similar results: 39% of the votes won 52% of the seats. In these “false 
majority” circumstances, the vast majority of Canadians are not represented fairly in 
Parliament. Since World War I, there have been 16 majority governments elected; only 4 
of those received more than half of the popular vote. The other 12 majority 
governments since World War I have been “false majorities.” According to Fair Vote 
Canada, approximately 7,000,000 votes (~50%) have no influence in the make-up of 
Parliament. Voters are justified in feeling disenfranchised. 

A fairer methodology, a system of proportional representation, would see a party that 
wins 39% of the vote occupying 39% of the seats in Parliament. Twenty-five of the 31 
countries belonging to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) govern by coalition governments elected by proportional representation, 
allowing public policy to land much closer to the median voters’ views. Proportional 
representation correlates to lower income inequality, stronger environmental standards, 
and higher representation of women and visible minorities among governing bodies.   

According to a poll in April 2013, 70% of Canadians support proportional representation. 
Thirteen years of public opinion polls show strong support from voters of each of the 
major parties. Proportional representation has been recommended by ten assemblies 
and commissions in Canada. Both BC and Ontario held referenda to determine whether 
to transition to a specific system of proportional representation. In both cases, citizens’ 
assemblies came out strongly supporting proportional representation, despite members 
of the assemblies generally feeling only lukewarm toward proportional representation at 



 

the outset of their study. The resolution passed in neither jurisdiction, largely because 
few voters understand the systems proposed and while proportional representation 
itself was widely supported, voters disagreed on the specific type of proportional 
representation. 

Christians have a duty to advocate for strong democracies. The level of oppression 
against which Jesus advocated during his life was possible because robust democracy 
was absent. Jesus’ execution was conducted without a fair judicial system, largely 
because of the absence of robust democracy. In the absence of robust democracy, 
power and wealth concentrate in the hands of few and corporations assume a greater 
influence over public policy than they should.  

Robust democracy depends on a robust system of electing representatives. Canada 
could have a fair electoral system and a robust democracy that could withstand future 
challenges if Canadians generate sufficient political will for such a change. 

The United Church of Canada (UCCan) could contribute to a fair electoral system and a 
robust democracy by supporting Fair Vote Canada’s initiative as reflected in the motion 
(above) and by developing materials for congregations to understand proportional 
representation and its various models. The UCCan is uniquely positioned to connect 
theology, democracy, and justice such that members and adherents of pastoral charges 
could better understand proportional representation. 

About Fair Vote Canada: “Fair Vote Canada (FVC) is a grassroots multi-partisan citizens’ 
campaign for voting system reform. We promote the introduction of an element of 
proportional representation into elections for all levels of government and throughout 
civil society.” (Fair Vote Canada 2013. http://www.fairvote.ca/about-fair-voting/ 
Accessed 15 March 2015). 

Financial 
Implications 

Depends on rates of return of current investments and proposed reinvestments (the 
proposal could be financially advantageous or disadvantageous). 
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